
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

religious Education Curriculum



Programme of Study for the Barnsley Local Agreed Syllabus: 

The Six Key Questions  

These questions are the product of much thought by the Agreed Syllabus Conference and the Local Agreed Syllabus Working Groups. They are 
designed to guide and shape pupils’ learning in RE across the years of schooling. Of course, pupils begin to handle the key questions very 
simply, moving on to learn about and respond to religious objects and ideas, to describe for themselves, to analyse information, and 
increasingly to develop the ability to draw thoughtful and balanced conclusions.  

Question 1     Why are these words special?  

                   Sacred books  

Question 2    Why are some places special?                                                                                                                                                                    
Local places of worship, objects, artefacts, signs and symbols, sacred sites and pilgrimages  

Question 3    How can faith contribute to Community Cohesion?                                                                                              
 Beliefs, ethics, family traditions and faith in the community  

Question 4    Why are some times special?  

                  Festivals and families  

Question 5    What can be learned from the lives of significant people of faith?  

                  Role models  

Question 6   How do I and others feel about life and the universe around us?   

                  Ultimate questions 

 



 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Autumn Term 1 
Q1

: W
hy

 a
re

 t
he

se
 w

or
ds

 s
pe

ci
al

? 
 

Christianity  Judaism Islam Buddhism Hinduism Sikhism  
KS

1 

Cy
cl

e 
A 

I know that the Bible is the 
Christian Holy 
Book. 
I can retell a story from the old 
testament in 
the bible. 

I know that the Torah is the Jewish 
Holy 
Text. 
I know a story from the Torah. 

I know that the Qur’ān is the 

Islamic holy book. 
  

I know that the Holy Qur’ān is a 

special book. 

I know the Writings of the Buddha 
are a 
special book. 

I know that the Veda is the Hindu 

holy text. 
I know a story from the Hindu 
Dharma. 

I know that the Guru Granth Sahib 
is the Sikh holy 
text. 
I know a story from the Guru 
Granth Sahib. 

Cy
cl

e 
b 

I know how to retell some stories 

from old/new testament of the 

Christian Bible. 

I know how Jewish people treat the 

Torah. 
I can retell a story from the 

Torah that is of special 

significance. 

I can retell some stories from the 
Qur’ān. 
I know how to talk about a book 

that is special to me and ask 

questions to find out why a book 

is special to someone 
else. 

I know a story from the Way of the 

Buddha: Jataka Tales. 
I know how to talk about a book 

that is special to me. 

I know how Hindus respect the Veda. 
I know how to discuss a story from 

the Veda: Bhagavad Gita and the 

Ramayana. 

I know how Sikh people treat the 

Guru Granth Sahib to show that 

it is special. 
I know how to discuss a special 

book of my own and talk about 

why I like it. 

LK
S2

 Cy
cl

e 
a 

I know some stories that 

demonstrate miracles. 
I know how some stories from the 

Torah can be used to explain some 

of life’s questions: Jonah & 

Samuel. 

I know how to describe how 
Muslims 
revere the Holy Qur’ān . 

  
I know how to suggest meanings 

for some symbolic actions used to 

handle the sacred text. 

I know how to describe how 

followers of the Buddha revere 

the writings of the 
*Buddha . 

  
I know how to show that I 

understand a 
reason for respecting other 
people’s holy 
books. 

I know how to discuss some Hindu 

stories: Ganesha stories. 
The Guru Granth Sahib is put to 

bed in a special room of the 

gurdwara 
every evening. At the start of a 

new day, it is carefully carried 

to the platform under the 

canopy. When not being read, it is 

covered with a special cloth. As it 

is being read, a chauri is waved 
over the book as a sign of respect. 

Cy
cl

e 
b I know some Christian stories which 

show Jesus as a leader. 
I know how some stories from the 

Torah can be used to explain some 

of life’s questions: Abraham & 

David. 

I know how Islamic children 

interpret Arabic. 
I know how non-Buddists might 

understand and show respect to 

Buddist beliefs. 

I know how to suggest meanings 

from some Hindu stories: 

Hanuman. 

I know how the Guru Granth Sahib 

has developed from oral tradition 

to written form. 

UK
S2

 Cy
cl

e 
a I understand how some parables 

from the Bible are important to 

Christian beliefs. 

I know how some stories from the 

Torah can be used to explain some 

of life’s questions: Isaac, 

Joseph. 

I know how to show that I 

understand a reason for 

respecting this book. 

I know how to show that I 

understand some questions about 

Buddhist life. 

I know how religious figures relate 

to the sacred text: Avatars of 

Vishnu. 

I know how the Guru Arjan Dev Ji 

was significant in collating the 

Guru Granth Sahib. 

Cy
cl

e 
b I know how to make links between some 

stories, history and artwork connected 

with the Bible and some beliefs which 

are important to Christians. 

I know how some stories from the 

Torah can be used to explain some 

of life’s questions: Daniel, 

Esther or Ruth. 

Show that I understand some 

questions about Allah, and some 

Muslim answers. 

I know how to show that I 

understand some questions about 

life, and some answers of 

followers of the Buddha. 

I know how some Hindu stories are 

significant within the relgion: 

Stories of the Ramayana. 

I understand the significance of 

Guru Arjan Dev Ji within Sikhism. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



spring Term 1 
Q3

: h
ow

 c
an

 f
ai

th
 c

on
tr

ib
ut

e 
to
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om

m
un

it
y 

co
he

si
on

? 
 

Christianity  Judaism Islam Buddhism Hinduism Sikhism  
KS

1 

Cy
cl

e 
A 

I know how to give examples of 

where Christianity can be seen in my 

community and talk about some of 

the ways Christians worship God. 

I know how to suggest what a 

Jewish ritual in the home 

means, and tell you how Jews 

treat the Sefer Torah in a 

special way. 

I know how to recognise that 

different people live by 

different rules. 

I know how to recognise that 

different people live by different 

rules and talk about the 

Buddha’s idea of living 

harmlessly. 

I know how to tell you about 

some of Rama’s qualities which 

help Hindu’s know how to 

behave. 

I know about what Sikh’s do and 

how to show they are Sikh’s. 
Cy

cl
e 

b I know how to talk about my own 

experiences of caring and being 

cared for. 

I know how to tell you about one 

thing Jewish people do to show 

they are connected to other 

people in the community. 

I know how to Identify a special 

rule for behaviour at home and 

in school, 
e.g. ‘be kind’ or ‘listen to 
others’. 

I know how to suggest a reason 

why a follower of Buddha might 

want to live as a Bhikkhus or 

Bhikkunis. 

I know which qualities I think are 

important and how they help me 

to know what to do. 

I know how to tell you about some 

special things I wear at different 

times for different occasions. 

LK
S2

 Cy
cl

e 
a I know how to describe ways in 

which Christians put their beliefs 

into action by helping others. 

I know how to tell you two rules 

which I follow at home or at 

school and identify how they 

help me behave well. 

I know about what would happen 

if everyone kept, or if 

everyone broke the rule and 

can talk about it with others. 

I know how to describe Five 

Precepts of the *Buddha. 
I know what happens at a Hindu 

wedding or festival and how this 

impacts on community 

I know how to talk about a time 

where I celebrated with others as 

part of a group. 

Cy
cl

e 
b I know and can tell you about the 

community work of different 

Christian places of worship in the 

locality. 

I know how to tell you about 

something a synagogue offers to 

people in the community. 

I know what the Five Pillars are 

and the importance of them. 
I know some ways life may be good, 

or may be hard for local 

followers of the Buddha and can 

describe them in full. 

I know about a time when I have 

celebrated with others and can 

talk about it with others. 

I know how to describe a Langar 
and what it 
represents for Sikh’s. 

UK
S2

 Cy
cl

e 
a I know how to talk about times in 

my life when I have helped to care 

for others, or when people have 

helped to care for me. 

I know how to describe what a 

Jewish ritual in the home means 

and tell you about what Bar 

Mitzvah/ Bar Mitzvot means. 

I know how to ask questions 

about the practice and meaning 

of the Five Pillars. 

I know how to ask questions about 

the practice and meaning of the 

Five Precepts. 

I know how to describe some 

Hindu beliefs about God and 

its impact on Hindu life. 

I know how to describe times when 

I meet and share food as a sign 

of welcoming. 

Cy
cl

e 
b I know how to talk about the sort of 

community events which I think are 

important in a place which feels 

good to live in. 

I know how to describe why 

community feeling is important 

and suggest things which foster 

this. 

I know and can discuss Muslims 

beliefs and practices. 
I know how the Five Precepts 

might link to my own life and 

can explain them to others. 

I know how to relate Hindu beliefs 

about God to my own life and say 

what influence they might have 

on how I choose to behave. 

I know how to describe something 
Sikh’s believe 
about God. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



spring Term 2 
Q4

: W
hy

 a
re

 s
om

e 
ti

m
es

 s
pe

ci
al

? 

  Christianity  Judaism Islam Buddhism Hinduism Sikhism  
KS

1 

Cy
cl

e 
A I know how to identify a time which 

is special for Christians 
I know and can say what Jews do on 

a special occasion. 
I know and can recognise some 

rituals associated with Eidul-Fit. 
I know about the ‘Way of the 

Buddha’ and some of the ways 

Wesak is celebrated 

I know what Hindus do during one 

festival and say why this is a 

special time for them. 

I know how to tell you what 

Sikhs do during one festival and 

say why this is a special time 

for them. 
Cy

cl
e 

b 

I know how to identify a time which 

is special and suggest some reasons 

why it is an important time. 

I know and can explain about a 

time that was special for me, and 

how I celebrate it. 

I know a Muslim festival and 

can retell the story behind it. 
I know about the ways Wesak is 

celebrated and how this is 

celebrated 

I know how to talk about why 

friendship is special to me and 

the celebration Raksha 

Bandham 

I know how to talk about times 

when I have enjoyed a special 

occasion and why it was special 

for my family and friends as 

well. 

LK
S2

 Cy
cl

e 
a I know and can explain about a 

special time of my own 
I know and can explain what Jews 

do on special occasions 
I know and can explain the 

similarities between two Muslim 

festivals 

I know how followers of the Buddha 

celebrate a Vihara. 
I know how a variety of festivals 

in Hinduism are celebrated 
I know and can explain the 

celebrations of some Sikh 

festivals 

Cy
cl

e 
b I know how to respond sensitively to 

the feelings Christians have at 

special times. 

I know how Jews celebrate special 

occasions, and can explain the 

story behind these festivals. 

I know and can explain how to 

talk about what makes some days 

special. 

I know how some celebrations are 

valuable to Buddhists and how it 

impacts on their lives 

I know how to describe what 

happens at a Hindu festival and 

say why it matters to Hindus. 

I know how to tell you what 

Sikhs do on special occasions 

and describe why this matters 

to them. 

UK
S2

 Cy
cl

e 
a I know how to tell you about a 

Christian festival and describe why 

it is a special time for Christians. 

I know and can explain about times 

when I might have experienced 

similar feelings or celebrated 

similar things. 

I know how people celebrate 
Ramadan 
and can explain how it is 

celebrated 

I know about the life of a 

monastic learner 
I know the importance of 

Navrati and how this links to 

other Hinduism special times. 

I know the similarities and 

importance of a range of 

festivals in the Sikh religion 

Cy
cl

e 
b I know how to talk about times when 

special things happened to me, and 

about how I felt. 

I know comparisons between my 

own experiences and those of 

Judaism belief 

I know and can ask questions 

about the impact of self-denial 

or self-control on a person’s 

life. 

I know why the followers of the 

Buddha stay at a monastery as a 

Bhikkhu (monk) during their 

youth. 

I know how to apply the themes 

taught in Hinduism to my own 

life and talk about how they 

might influence me. 

I know how to tell you about 

times when I might have 

experienced similar feelings or 

celebrated similar things. 
 
 
 
 
 



Summer Term 1 
Q5
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Christianity  Judaism Islam Buddhism Hinduism Sikhism  
KS

1 

Cy
cl

e 
A I know how to suggest why some 

people are important for 

Christians, and give an example of 

their role. 

I know how to recognise a story 

and a law which Jewish children 

learn from Jewish adults. 

I know how to talk about who I 

would like to be like and why. 
I know and can retell a story of 
the 
*Buddha. 

I know how to tell you what 

happens to Rama and Sita and say 

something about what the story 

means. 

Retell a story about a Sikh Guru 
and say why he’s 
important to Sikhs. 

Cy
cl

e 
b 

I know how to suggest some of the 

qualities special people have and 

tell you about someone who is 

special to me because they have 

these qualities. 

I know how to recall something 

important that I have learned 

from someone older than me. 

I know how to name The Prophet 
*Muhammad (pbuh) as the leader 
of 
Islam and retell a story about 
him. 

I know and can explain that the 

*Buddha is the founder of the 

‘Way of the Buddha’. 

I know and can explain who Ramam 
and 
Sita are and their impact on 

Hindu’s. 

Identify why people in my own life 

are important to me and say why. 

LK
S2

 Cy
cl

e 
a I know a range of inspiring 

Christian leaders. 
I know the story of Abraham and 

key events of his life and can 

retell it to others. 

I know who Muhammad is and can 

explain why he was so important. 
I know who the Buddha is and can 

explain why he is important to 

some people. 

I know the importance of Mohandas 

Gandhi’s story and can retell it 

confidently. 

I know a range of Sikh Guru’s and 

why they are important to Sikh’s. 

Cy
cl

e 
b I know and can talk about someone 

who was an inspiring Christian 

leader. 

I know how to describe the story 

of Abraham and his impact on 

the Jewish faith. 
. 

I know how to present key 

moments in the life of 

*Muhammad (pbuh) 

I know how to talk about following 

others, and about how people 

follow the 
*Buddha. 

I know how to describe some key 
events 
in Mohandas Gandhi’s story. 

I know and can explain a key 
story of the Sikh Guru. 

UK
S2

 Cy
cl

e 
a I can show underdtanding of a range 

of Christian leaders and talk about 

their influence and achievements in 

detail. 

I know what qualities are 

important to inspire someone 

close to me. 

I know the impact Muhammad 

(pbuh) has on the Islam 

community. 

I know how to recognise and 

describe some key moments in the 

*Buddha’s life. 

I know and understand what 

Mohandas Gandhi’s achievements 

were and can explain them in 

detail. 

I know the stories of at least 3 of 

the Sikh gurus and their impact 

on the Sikh faith. 

Cy
cl

e 
b 

I know the qualities I admire in 

people I respect. 
  

I know how to identify the qualities 

I admire in people I respect. 

I know how to describe the 

qualities of someone who 

inspires me. 

I know how to suggest an answer 

to the question: ‘What can 

people from other world faiths 

learn from the life of 

*Muhammed (pbuh)’. 

I know how to show that I 

understand why the Four Noble 

Truths matter to a follower of the 

*Buddha. 

I know how to describe something 

Mohandas Gandhi taught and the 

impact it might have today. 

I know the key qualities of 

someone that inspires me and can 

explain how this makes me feel. 
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Q6
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Christianity  Judaism Islam Buddhism Hinduism Sikhism  
KS

1 

Cy
cl

e 
A I know how to suggest two things 

which Christians believe 
I know how to retell a Jewish 

story which raises puzzling 

questions, and questions and one 

of these questions . 

I know how important the world is 

to Muslims. 
I know how to retell a story of the 
*Buddha which shows care for 
nature. 

I know how to give an example of 

a good action and a bad action and 

say why they are good and bad. 

I know how to talk about some 

Sikh values and retell a story 

about a Sikh Guru as an 

example. 

Cy
cl

e 
b 

I know what Christians believe 

because of the stories about God 

creating the world. 

I know how to think of a question 

which puzzles me about something I 

have experienced. 

I know how to recognise that 

Muslims try to look after the 

world because they believe it 

belongs to Allah. 

I know how to recognise that 

followers of the *Buddha try to 

look after the world because they 

want to follow the 
*Buddha’s way of doing no harm. 

I know how to tell you about 

Hindu beliefs in reincarnation 

and the importance of doing 

good actions. 

I know how to talk about a time 

when I have been helped, or 

when someone has helped me. 

LK
S2

 

Cy
cl

e 
a I know how to talk about my own 

reactions to people, animals and 

things in the natural world. 

I know how to support someone 

with a question that puzzles them 

and think about what I might say. 

I know and can explain why 

Muslims believe the worl belongs 

to Allah. 

I know how to talk about my own 

behaviour towards the natural 

world:How do I treat animals and 

the world of nature? 

I know the story of Mahabharata 

and can retell it to others. 
I knowthe importance of helping 
someone and how it 
links to what Sikh’s belive. 

Cy
cl

e 
b 

I know how I would like people, 

animals and things in the natural 

world to be treated. 

I know how to retell a Jewish 

story which raises puzzling 

questions, including its context, 

and respond to one of those 

questions. 

I know how to talk about my own 

behaviour towards the natural 

world. 

I know how to give three examples 

of ‘why’ questions about life 

and the universe which are 

difficult to answer. 
  

I know how to say what I think 

about two of these questions. 

I know how to describe the story 

of the Mahabharata and talk 

about one Hindu belief it 

conveys. 

I know what equality and 

tolerance are and can explain 

them to others. 

UK
S2

 Cy
cl

e 
a 

I know how to give three examples 

of ‘why?’ questions about life and 

the universe which are difficult to 

answer. 

I know how to think of a question 

which puzzles me about something 

I have experienced and say what I 

might say to someone with the same 

question. 

I know how to give three examples 

of ‘why’ questions about life 

and the universe which are 

difficult to answer. 

I know how to suggest what a 

follower of the Buddha’s answer 

to these questions might be. 

I know a variety of Hindu beliefs 

that are conveyed in the story 

of Mahabharata and can 

explain them. 

I know how to describe what 

many Sikhs believe about 

equality, tolerance and service. 

Cy
cl

e 
b 

  
I know how to say what I think 

about two of these questions. 

I know how to identify and discuss 

some difficult issues relating to 

the Jewish faith during the Second 

World War. 

I know how to say what I think 

about two of these questions. 
I know how to say what I think 

about the Buddha’s way of 

reducing suffering using 

compassion and meditation. 

I know how to describe how one 

of the themes from the 

Mahabharata might have an 

impact on people today, 

including myself. 

I know how to recognise where in 

the world equality and 

tolerance are an issue, and 

describe what I would like to do 

about them. 
 


