
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

geography Curriculum



KS1  
Geographical skills and fieldwork  
▪ use world maps, atlases and globes to identify the United Kingdom and its countries, as well as the countries, continents and oceans 
studied at this key stage  
▪ use simple compass directions (North, South, East and West) and locational and directional language (e.g. near and far; left and right) to 
describe the location of features and routes on a map  
▪ use aerial photographs and plan perspectives to recognise landmarks and basic human and physical features; devise a simple map; and 
use and construct basic symbols in a key  
▪ use simple fieldwork and observational skills to study the geography of their school and its grounds and the key human and physical 
features of its surrounding environment.  
 
KS2 
Location knowledge 
 ▪ locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on Europe (including the location of Russia) and North and South America, 
concentrating on their environmental regions, key physical and human characteristics, countries, and major cities  
▪ name and locate counties and cities of the United Kingdom, geographical regions and their identifying human and physical 
characteristics, key topographical features (including hills, mountains, coasts and rivers), and land-use patterns; and understand how 
some of these aspects have changed over time ▪ identify the position and significance of latitude, longitude, Equator, Northern 
Hemisphere, Southern Hemisphere, the Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn, Arctic and Antarctic Circle, the Prime/Greenwich Meridian and 
time zones (including day and night)  
 
Place knowledge  
▪ understand geographical similarities and differences through the study of human and physical geography of a region of the United 
Kingdom, a region in a European country, and a region within North or South America  
 
 
 
 
 
 



Human and physical geography  
▪ describe and understand key aspects of:  
▪ physical geography, including: climate zones, biomes and vegetation belts, rivers, mountains, volcanoes and earthquakes, and the water 
cycle  
▪ human geography, including: types of settlement and land use, economic activity including trade links, and the distribution of natural 
resources including energy, food, minerals and water  
 
Geographical skills and fieldwork  
▪ use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to locate countries and describe features studied 
▪ use the eight points of a compass, four and six-figure grid references, symbols and key (including the use of Ordnance Survey maps) to 
build their knowledge of the United Kingdom and the wider world  
▪ use fieldwork to observe, measure and record the human and physical features in the local area using a range of methods, including 
sketch maps, plans and graphs, and digital technologies.  
 
Key Concepts  
Pupils’ progress in geography is underpinned by key forms of knowledge that are worth considering to enable pupils’ future learning. An 
example of this is the use of ‘key’ concepts. Planned, systematic encounters with key concepts alongside substantive and disciplinary 
knowledge in specific and varied contexts are likely to support pupils’ progress. Many of these key concepts feature regularly throughout 
the study of geography in a range of contexts. As a result, they are particularly important to pupils’ understanding of new material.  
 
At HCAT, we have collated various key concepts into categories to consider when planning geographical topics. Teachers might cover a 
range of key concepts and some of these will be revisited in children’s later studies to ensure progression in geography. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

  

 

 

 

 



 



 



 

 
 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Upperwood geography curriculum concepts 
 

Cycle A Cycle B 

KS1 Brilliant 

Barnsley 

Too Hot, Too 

Cold 

Oh I Do Like 

To Be Beside 

The Seaside 

Continents, 

Oceans & the 

UK 

Aerial Maps 

& Direction 

JeT Set Go! 

LKS2 3 C’s 

 

 

Brilliant 

Brazil 

Life In The 

Alps 

Raging 

Rivers 

Deforestation Trip to the 

Big Apple 

UKS2 Natural 

Disasters 

 

Dynamic 

Earth 

Powering The 

UK 

OS Maps 4 & 

6 Figure 

Trade & The 

UK 

Exploring 

the Americas 

 


