
Adaptations  

At Upperwood Academy our curriculum is ambitious for all pupils, including those children with 
SEND. Curriculum designers and teachers have high expectations of what SEND pupils can 
achieve and the curriculum is not diluted or unnecessarily reduced for SEND pupils. Every pupil 
is different and so what works for each pupil varies. Pupil’s individual needs are considered and 
adaptations are planned to ensure the success of pupils in all subjects. The way that our 
curriculum is designed ensures that chunks of learning are sequenced in a coherent way to 
enable all pupils, including those with SEND, to build on prior knowledge. Too much information 
at once can be a barrier to learning which is one of the reasons why we have chosen half termly 
curriculum drivers. Where pupils are identified with having complex needs it may be appropriate 
to provide a personalised curriculum which will be based on individual needs and will retain 
ambition for the pupil. Where working memory is an issue for pupils, including those with SEND, 
we look to reduce extraneous load as much as possible as well as identifying key information 
when teaching. This helps pupils to pay attention to the content which they are expected to 
learn. Adaptations to support individual pupils will be recorded on personal school support 
plans.  

At Upperwood Academy we do not assume that pupils with SEND learn content better through 
practical work as this can cause distraction and cognitive overload rather than increase clarity 
or accessibility. The curriculum is not narrowed for any pupils. Knowledge is taught and then 
pupils are provided with opportunities for scientific enquiry to test and investigate the 
knowledge taught. Pupils’ specific needs determine the types of adaptations which are 
required. These adaptations are in how the subject is taught rather than the content pupils are 
expected to learn. Where appropriate, learning will be chunked into smaller steps and pre 
learning and consolidation time in planned in to support need. Time is also planned to ensure 
pupils with SEND are pre taught vocabulary to support their understanding. Adaptations may 
include supporting pupils to pay attention to key aspects as well as reducing excessive or 
unhelpful demands on working memory.  

 


